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Application of video-assisted thoracic surgery in the treatment

of chronic tuberculous empyema
CHEN Hao, XU Ning
( Department of Thoracic Surgery ,Anhui Chest Hospital ,Hefei ,Anhui 230022, China)

Abstract: Objective To investigate the effect of video-assisted thoracic surgery in the treatment of chronic tuberculous empyema.
Methods A total of 40 hospitalized patients with chronic tuberculous empyema were randomly divided into conventional surgery group
and video-assisted surgery group. The short and long term effects were compared between two groups. Results Compared with conven-
tional surgery group, the intraoperative blood loss, postoperative drainage flow, postoperative extubation time, postoperative Pethidine
consumption and postoperative hospital stay in video-assisted surgery group were decreased significantly. There was no statistical differ-
ence in operative time between two groups. After 1-year follow-up,there were no statistical differences in the recurrence rate as well as the
lung function recovery between two groups. Conclusion The video-assisted thoracic surgery has exact efficacy in the treatment of chronic

tuberculous empyema. The small trauma and short course of treatment for this surgery is conducive for the rehabilitation of patients.
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