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with tuberculosis
WU Qing, LI Yan, XU Wanzhou,et al
(Clinical Laboratory Department ,Renmin Hospital of Wuhan University , Wuhan , Hubei 430060 , China )

Abstract: Objective To evaluate the application value of T-SPOT. TB assay in the diagnosis of tuberculosis in children. Methods
A total of 78 patients of children with suspected tuberculosis were enrolled in this retrospective study. Age, gender,imageology charac-
ter, clinical manifestation and diagnosis, PPD and T-SPOT. TB testing result were collected. According to the results of clinical diag-
nosis , the diagnostic value of the two tests were evaluated and compared with each other. Results Thirteen patients had culture-con-
firmed or probable tuberculosis, and the remaining 65 patients did not have tuberculosis. The sensitivity, specificity , positive predictive
value, and negative predictive value of PPD and T-SPOT. TB test were 84. 6% ,100.0% ,100.0% ,97.0% and 69.2% ,76.9% ,
37.5% ,90.9% respectively. The sensitivity and specificity of T-SPOT. TB assay were higher than PPD test ( P <0.05). Conclu-
sions Compared with PPD,T-SPOT. TB assay possesses more satisfactory sensitivity and specificity in the diagnosis of tuberculosis
in children, which could provide useful support in diagnosing tuberculosis in children. And tuberculosis could be excluded based on a
negative T-SPOT. TB assay.
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