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Abstract . Objective To explore the molecular mechanism of the interaction between deubiquitinating enzyme USP4 and deubiquitina-
tion of interferon regulatory factor 4 (IRF4) in rheumatic heart disease patients,and to provide new tactics for treatment of rheumatic
heart disease (RHD). Methods Twenty RHD patients were included in the study,who underwent valve replacement under cardiopul-
monary bypass and were discharged smoothly from July 2015 to January 2016 in The First Affiliated Hospital of Anhui Medical Universi-
ty. Ten healthy controls were from healthy volunteers. The peripheral blood of 5 mL of the above participants was collected , cultured and
transfected. The experiment of coimmunoprecipitation was carried out to observe if USP4 could be combined with IRF4 DNA binding do-
main and ligand binding domain (LBD). The experiment of NI-NTA Nickel chelating resin purification was made to observe if USP4
could mediate deubiquitination of IRF4 protein related to 48 lysine and 63 lysine. And luciferase detection technology was used to ob-
serve if the expression of interleukin4 (IL4) could be promoted by IRF4, nuclear factor of activated T cell (NFATC2) and USP4.
Gene silencing method was used to down-regulate USP4 in human Th2 cells. Results Down regulation of USP4 showed that the related
cytokines transcriptional level of Th2 cells was significantly reduced. Flow cytometry showed that the levels of IRF4 and IL4 expressed
with Th2 cells handled by USP4 inhibitor both reduced,and the expressions of IRF4 and IL-4both increased in rheumatic heart disease
patients. Conclusions Through deubiquitination, USP4 can stabilize the expression of IRF4 protein in rheumatic heart disease pa-
tients. The increase of IRF4 can raise the expression of IL-4 in coordination with NFATC2.
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—Fir Chen %" & BLIZ K AL M Stub i it HE7Z 5
M 2R AR A K48 1 22 R AL S sk T
FoxP3 (R R fife , DT G702 98 428 9855 14 T 4 1% 490 )
T PE, USP4, & —Fh 2532 AL, 78 g 40 i i 7
ST R 2 B M . Zhao 451 R ST
] USP4 7 2 5 i1 L& —Fh 2 ML) Wt {55
1% i, USPA 2 —Flog i St 1 BH - s
B A BE 1 Wt {5 538 % 10 15 5 5% 5 T 240
SRR . Xiao %7 %8 USPA T LU iR R SE 14
FRZ RIS K F TRAF2 1 TRAF6 2572 % Ak, i ifi
BELAS MR R AL T~ (TNF-) i TL-1B 75 FA% Y 1
kB(NF-kB) [ ik, Wang 2 WF5% % P USP4 fg
3 X RAR LR SC A H RIG-1 #2502 R ALY
THREE 00 T RIP IR (R 5o i b, USPA X4 Y
PR BB | IR AR R0 A 4 20 M A AR S kiR
YERS, BRI FA TN g S e 4t v s PR IRF4 2 5%
AN 292 AR R FE B 22, ARG 3 R 5T IRF4
127 ZABIBEAAE Th2 4D Rk b B9 /E Ak i
— 2 PR XU A O M 1180 2 A AL, AT A KGR
O IRYT Jr SR IEPREEHER 1 R
1 #ERGHZE
1.1 ERAEEL 20 1) AU O JIE o 5 AR 6 T
2015 4F 7 2 2016 4F 1 BRI R 55— M
JEBEBEAE BE i A, AT SMIE I AR 4 TR
PNGA) B o 10 5] 4 BRE X HE R A Tkt e a5 B 4 o
3B 2 5508 A5 S mL B8 JE i, ] ED-
TA( L W C R B0 BLBE s kAT bt dE . i A-F
PAEW S S0 % 9 NBCHG S5 R R TR . TS
A CHE SR BE A U 2o R B E 5 ) A OCEKR
1.2 Ffi Bk ARSRAEET HBORLY) b R B
RS BT G . BT Flag HiiA, BT USP4 11
1A (Sigma, £ [H ) ; Bt Ha Hrik, HT Ubiquitin H {4
(Santa Cruz, 3E[H ) ; PT B-actin HiIK ( =Hi k¥, K
1) ; PerCP/Cy5. Santi-humanCD45RA , FITC anti-hu-
manCD4 , PEanti-human CD25, PerCP/Cy5. 5 anti-hu-
man IL-4 I A 3 & BioleGend /A &), Pb anti-human/
mouse IRF4 g [ 32 [E eBioscience 2> H) o
1.3 HMmBEsFrEEE AKREHIER (HEK-
2937T) (7 10% JiG 4= M iE Y DMEM 15508 ) 5 A%
JEARAHHE CD4 ™ T 40 A1 Th2 4 fitg M 2 B A &M & 1l

PAT, R FEIEE R 10% N AB L, 1% AE 2675 &
IR 1% 45 F RSN 1% N BRI M , 1% 5 75 3% F5E
R MY X-VIVOLS Gufie 4 g 5 57 Kb, LA 1 40 i 1y
1£37 C,5% CO MM ige, W R O
e (PED) FHAE HEK-293T 4l & rhi% 44

1.4 EREEESE PCR {KIMFE T 5010 Th2 2
Jf, FEITORR S T e 1A, it RNA JEAG v B
FH 1 g RNA [ i cDNA HIF S22 5E 5 PCR,
P51 s - USPA, E#i75( 4 :5'-TCAGCCGCTAT-
GTGAAACAG-3’, T ¥if 5] #: 5'-GTGGTCTCACT-
GGGGTCATT -3', WL3h# A (ACTIN) , F{E5| 4.
5'-CTCTTCCAGCCTTCCTTCCT -3', T g5 9. 5'-
CAGGGCAGTGATCTCCTTCT 3', IL<4: FiiF5| ¥
5'-GCCACCATGAGAAGGACACT-3', FiiF5|¥.5'-
ACTCTGGTTGGCTTCCTTCA-3', IL-5: L3549 :5'-
GGCACTGCTTTCTACTCATCGA -3', N5 9. 5'-
AGTTGGTGATTTTTATGTACAGGAACA-3', 1L-10:
515 -TGCAAAACCAAACCACAAGA-3', T iif
514 .5 -TCTCGGAGATCTCGAAGCAT-3', IL-13; F
W51 4 : 5'-CTATGCATCCGCTCCTCAAT-3", F i 51
¥ .5'-GGTGATGTTGACCAGCTCCT-3', IRF4. | Jif
51 #): 5 -AGAACGAGGAGAAGAGCATC-3", T ¥if 5l
#1.5'-CCTTTAAACAGTGCCCAAG-3',

1.5 GZHEMEREHERESE FEHRZES
S 2 4 20 mmol/L Tris-HCl( pH7. 5) (150
mmol/L NaCl, 1 mmol/L Z, P 8 —41,1%
(v/v) NP40.10% Glycerol .0.25% Na-deoxycholate
R 200 M SR PR A T A 3L, R IRD R A 1 mmol /L
PMSF (2 B B 6§ 8k %) , 1 mmol/L NaF,1% protease
inhibitor cocktail (PH#%¥S) ., & 4 °C 40 U 244 15
min J5, B0 (12 000 t/min,4 °C), B Fi5W. 13k
130 FIE W A B HTUATE 4 CHEF 2 h, Z
JEHEANA Protein A 8f G beads & 2 ho ZJ5HZ
HTFY 20 i 2 fifk W07 BE AR, B0 (1 000 r/min, 4
C),—HIEVE 4 38, J5 AT R EN S5

1.6 His EARAENEESTEZH % Flag-IRF4  Ha-
USP4 | His-ubiquitin Ji7 7 7% 4 g HEK-293T 4 il &
H TR S A M T 3 b SRR I A 2R B Ry 20
nmol/L B MG132 ., WeHERT, B4 1 x PBS ¥e—iht,
FEH] buffer 1 238 T 2% 30 min, ZJ5FF 55 1
VeV NI-NTA (%3t = £ FREE ) Beads =l N H 3
h, 3 h J5#4E 5 F buffer 1 3¢ 2 38, buffer 2 YE P,
Buffer3 ¥ 1 36, ZJ5HES NN 2 x loading b B, &
10 min , JE47 92 EQ R 4G o

1.7 shRNA BRBWNERMES BILFEK
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pLKO. 1-shCK,shUSP4-1 F1 del8. 9, VSV-G ki ttik
A HEK-293T 4 g v, Hirp pLKO. 1 #0440y { 2 [
addgene /A, shRNA 5|43k [ LART GRS

48 h JF W AER 1. B IR E B RS R A Th
S T 7 14T I e O 7E [A] — B[] o A SR8 e (8
pg/mL) 55 2 R4 EE R . IFEAESS 3 ~4 RIMA
RS R R IE AN . FESE 7 ~ 9 Rl ML fE A7 4H ¢
SR
1.8 FRAASHT  ASNE 280 5% B B 0
TRARAT A1 i I B A A0 L, (5 P T R R
(25 ng/mL) MEFEZ (1 wg/mL) Xt A0 1 B A
YU AT 4 h Kb, 22 f5 Gl ey, Ffol P 3t X A Pt St
TP AT AR B, FH 14035k 1) A1 J) i B A2 440 e 00 228 e
5, AR s T 40, P50 4kl Th2 40 i, B4 T
AHSRAGI
1.9 %itZE7Aix  F Graphpad Prism {47581
ORI, PR R B FH Il ST REAS ¢ K5
KB /KA 0. 05, Tmage J B4 AT G 52 BN 35 552
5 EUR S BT 2 -
2 R
2.1 Th2 {Afachiy IRF4 5 USP4 HBEER il
FIH USP4 i 48 T 20 i v -5 HCAH B A FH 0 7 5
HF. Fefi1re HEK-293T 40 v 3357 Ha ARt
) USP4 Fl4y Myc b 25 (9 % 5% -, 40 GATA3,
STAT6 ({55 1% T Jo i % B I+ 6) , IRF4,PU. 1,
FH anti-Ha {5 HL00E 525, F ] S0 B 308 52 50 )5
PRI o X e R G T A R R A 40 e, 7 L A%
iy % S R A0 USP4 1 Th2 40 g v 46 ) 21 4k
USP4 41 Rk 1Y IRF4 B3R (55, #2718 USP4 Al fig &
IRF4 M EAEH . 4276 A7 A Ha br2& % USP4 Filafy
A Flag tr28 19 IRF4 2 53508 BT Ha FN4t Flag
T LI Se . felm , AT RN g . 5
FH 2 0 BE B Y i 4 A L35 o] LA TRF4 i1 USP4
FERLY 1 41 i oA I 21 USP4 5 IRF4 T 47 19 3%
IRF4 5§, USP4 5 (55 (WLIEI 1A) o WEBH T IRF4 Fi
USP4 Z B A0 BAE H . R SM5S Th2 240, F]H
Normal IgG Fll anti-USP4 43 5| X Th2 2 ffd (1Y) 24 fiff
AT P YTIE L5, AR S T anti-USP4 J{3E
TR T IRF4,UEBA T Th2 4ifrf USP4 1 IRF4 {5
ER(ILE1B)
2.2 USP42%E IRF4 HEHMWREHEZIEZR
TLEEZ IR, M EUE USP4 XF IRF4 (4E FH, 76 HEK-
293T 4l # ik Flag-IRF4 fil Ha-USP4, [F] i USP4
AN Je 50 2, SCER 45 v WL USP4 X} IRF4
LR (ILE 2) .

FLAG-IRF4 + - + 4
HA-USP4 - + + - 4+ 4
B MWW BHA
IP:HA “~ IP:FLAG ® & IPrLAG
= an » :
- & e @ IBFLAG
INPUT w W | [NPUT esew | [B:HA
o ewwwwr [B:ACTIN
(A]
1gG  IP:USP4 INPUT

*n
o

B 1 Th2 4% IRF4 5 USP4 AH B AE: A 24 Flag-IRF4 Fi
Ha-USP43t7% A SFLAL N HEK293T 4, 7€ 48 h J5 Ui 4 40 i,
LSR5 A3 B IMADT Ha 8B Flag PRSEREBTADIER 1 pe, 4
Bt Ha 5§ Flag (W 50 ST REFUIRA T S8 B3 43 BT s B S I HMFE S Th2 41
M, 2 1 0T, A, B AT pg AR 1gG i anti-USP4
DUUE, R4 EDE 43T anti-IRF4 Hif4

IB:IRF4

-

FLAG-IRF4 + + + + +
HA-USP4 -

' IBHA
’“ | IBFLAG

- T W S W DA CTIN

INPUT

2 USP4 §45 TRF4 . 1 [7) ) f 119 Flag-IRF4 K v 55 48 i 79 Jk i
Ha-USP4 355 A HEK-293T 411 ;48 b J5 WO AL, 14 40 M 2 A
USP4 F1 IRF4 Fzik /K

2.3 USP4 Xz &4k IRF4 N IGFE USP4 % IRF4
2z &AL Dife, H HEK-293T 41 fifg LA ¢DNA i
M AR A9z 25 i 4ty 4, I 44 5 B 3] pIPHis 244
b AE HEK-293T 4i fifg B i) % ik Flag-IRF4, Ha-
USP4 , Ha-USP4C311A L) }¢ His-Ubiquitin F ] Ni-
NTA (2 = L TRER) 2l Ak T vE A1 H 928 ED 3k 1) 7 v
R (UL 3A) o 45 R & 8L USP4 AT L K9z H 4k
IRFA T & B BTG 58 A ARVE AR . o TR
RORyt FEAZ17 2 FWRA O i 2z R, 364
Mg 1717 K 58454 pIPHis-K48only F11 K63only ( H
48 i mi B 63 o i o 2 IR Ak ) , FRATT7E HEK-
293T 2l jf W 15} 35 35 Flag-IRF4, Ha-USP4 F1 His-
Ubiquitin 5% H: 58 25 {4 ( K48 , K63only ) , i 31 Ni-NTA
i b UIVE, 45 8 W oR USP4 [A] T 4 5 IRF4 K48 FI
K63 i iz 1k, VU ESeial R 2z £k
fifg USP4 ] LL4~F IRF4 2 1z % K48 K63 i ) X
ZERI(WE3B)
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2.4 USP4,IRF4,NFATC2 (iE4 T M4 EF)
HEMEM IL4 W REMY 76 Th2 4 IRF4 &
— O B e Sk A -, IRF4 [ R IKfE#E USP4 £
A IRF4 5 USP4 JL[a] 4k R vl {2 iF IL4 /3% 1L, {0
BOHA 5.2 (W& 4A) . {HTEH IRFA, NFATC2,
USP4 J&5, Al e 9 IL-4 ()G SRab M i i ( LI 4B,
4C) . FIF USP4 [ #|3] vialinin A ZbFE4Mb(%) Th2
i, A5 IL4 IRFA {235 FRE( WLIE 4D) .

2.5 Th2 Ak, TiF USP4 220 Th2 483 40 A
FHIRIE  Th2 Hiffirh IRFA /£ F 2R+,
FH AT R DB 5 Th2 48 A %) 2 5B 7T g 32 2512 = 1L il
USP4 {52, A T 30 iE T AT HES, AT B s it
USP4 ¥ 5 J & J¢ RNA (shUSP4-1,2 ) b fié 3112 95
BEEAR pLKO. 1 I, Bl J5 3 AT 1#£ HEK 293T 2 jifg i
£ AL B 12 BT 91 B9 2 UKL , T FH 9 2 ORI
Ytk HhZE SR T LY Th2 20, S8 i h e 1Y
Th2 2 A7 RERS 25 R PUPE , P FH e 5 25 % 4 i /A 7

TERE MRS 5 200 ) Bl B2 1) Th2 i, 4525
S RAE Th2 4R R4 USP4( ILIE SA) J5, Th2 4iffl
N IRF4 85 /KRG, 55 Th2 AR 7 IL4,
1L-10,1L-13 {54 7K -t i 3 R (WK 5B)
2.6 IL-4 .IRF4 §)3Ri% 7K F 78 XUR 1% O BE % 5% A
RAE KB R —F T = 40 A B
PG, StEE Th 40k EE/EH. 7859,
IL-2 IL-17 P/ S5 . R R 1 O 5 3264 7
(RIS BEAIL R , 7R A FE A FNAF & RGO IS 12
BRGNS I A% A0 LI FH %88 A B 0 1k
BTSN E I A% A0 e AN 3 X 20 B AR A T
U, IRF4,IL-4 (7K 357 (LA 6A,6B) .
3 itig

DRI o JUE 555 2 — b 1 B G P8 1 A S I 1
PR o o KR AR (ARF) Thl 733409 y-T LR
(IFN-vy) Ft =5 BH &, 1 78 KU 2 208 B 9 Bsf, TL4 |
T o TL-4 J&— BT R AE S 1 40 it B 7, 78 R O

MG132(20 umol/L)  + + + + MG132(20 pmol/L) + O+ 4+ o+ o+ o+ o+
FLAG-IRF4  +  + + + FLAG-IRF4 + o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+
His-Ubi -+ 4+ 4 HA-USP4 -+ o+ -+ -+
HA-USP4 _ 4+ 4+ CA His-Ubi K63 K63 K48 K48
i - WI WT only only only only

His-pull down

His-pull down |

S e & e e IB:Flag

: IB:Flag

B 1BHA

INPUT | | e o IB:FLAG

S S W == [B:ACTIN

VIHNITNAT | e i 8 - > wn o
[ - e e BHA
INPUT I -m G G G G CEED IB:FLAG

[ eI SR ee e [B:ACTIN
(B]

3 USP4 %37 Z4k IRF4 . A JyfE HEK-293T 4 %% Yt Flag-TRF4 ,Ha-USP4 , Ha-USP4C311A , His-Ubiquitin 48 h J5 AR , 7€ LT MG132(20
pmol/L) 4b3# 3 h, Ni-NTA 434 & RING AL ITTE ) , PG 2 BRI 4 AT 2 A BT Flag 9T Ha B BRITREGIIR . 20 MU ZEA#I IRFA, USP4  ACTIN ikK
AL Z G EEEN AT . B S HEK-293T 4Hififl P 2L%%; Flag-TRF4 , Ha-USP4 , His-Ubiquitin 28745 {4& K63only , K48only 48 h J5 it 4E 48 i , W 4 L i MG132
(20 wmol/L) 4b¥H 3h, ] Ni-NTA B8 &R NG LALUTNE , 45T Ha, BT Flag 18 858 BEHUAHES T G35 BN 43 BT

shCK shUSP4 = USP4 = IRF4
'z 1.5 a ‘Z 2.0 a
5 1.0 S .
<< : <<
£ 0.5 El 05
< 00 5 00
e shCK shUSP4-1 &= shCK shUSP4-1 o
= IL-4 - IL-5 = IL-10 = IL-13
‘215 a 220 215 215 b
5 a 515 a s a =)
> > . ﬁ 5
z 1.0 2 z 1.0 z 1.0
z z 10 z z
g 0.5 = 0 2 0.5 2 0.5
< 0.0 = = 0.0 < 0.0
= shCK shUSP4-1 &= shCK shUSpP4-1 &~ shCK shUSP4-1 =~ shCK shUSP4-1 ®

5 Th2 Ziffarf, 9% USP4 520w Th2 FHOCHNMI R F 193835 : A 25 DR8. 9, shRNA, VSVG = it R G4 18055 ,36 ~ 48 h Je e 5 , By ik
HMF A EITIY Th2 41, IR HE shRNA #5H7 IERS R B0 , BIr LAAE I P IEERA R 3R 0 e — J8) i , EL B, FHT IRF4 HURIEA T 588 B 3 , 46 )
FHOCHE AT 5 B S FHIERS B 200 3% 1 JRJS 1% Th2 2R il 42 RNA Jf B e oDNA, fif F S B %2 J PCR (1% J5 1A DU AH DG BE P (USP4, IRF4, IL4  IL-5,
1L-10,1L-13) 3235 K F- . P <0.05,"P <0.01
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G AN PR IR B — e MR . IL4 FE et R
SER N VR CA BEoY, A 2 & M 6 AL s
H BB A HF ST R IL-6 KO m AR S
TERIZWIAE —E Mtk 5540, Kikly K S 7 5%
AR RN B LA SR G I 3 TL-17 ik . Ik
Zs P4 H8 Y TL-17 5 TNF-o 2L [6 4/ FH AR 3 p38
G (p38 MAPK) iR fhad F if 2 B 3K
RAYEH

T 40 il 52 B0 R AT B RS 1% A RS ik
IL4 IL-5 IL-13 ZE 20 K 7, Horp IL4 80k 82,
1MiJ5G GATA3 7€ IL4 (¥ )5 2h T Kb R 4E , ik 4 iF
L4 235", SEatF I USPA (17N F 4 i 7 Vi-
alinin A ZbFRIRSMF F40 40 (4 Th2 41 B} it 2 90 3
FIFN I, IRFA | IL4 KB 2 F#AR . X BEW] USP4 B
520 IL4 3K, Rengarajan 2100 9270 TRF4 5 DNA
4O R [F NFATC2 Fi1 IRF4 745 4 J5 i NFATC2
AT IL4 BRI, AR5 85 5 T 5 E A
NFATC2 "I R i s H 30 A\ 4l A%, 2 5 90777 40
M2 ohae' . AR K B USP4 W] LA &
IRF4 iy [a] i} 42 9 IL4 [y 3235, USP4  NFATC2 .
IRF4 LR VR AT DL 2538 IL4 3Rk, X Al fig
JER N IRF4 AR B84 3L R A fiE 1 588/, NFATC2 FiI
USP4 JL[EfEFHF IRFA, i 2P il — M eE = &
A, TR E TL4 (%65t . IRFA (706 T 2R e 4
ffH, i Th2 Treg Th17 4iifid ™,

CEAS NPT R ZERZERMEZEZ R
b, 22 ZAL Rk 242 £ Aol it 5 ke ok 17
M AR (R P 2z Rk, 4 oTE
SRS 202 B R RS AR A
K48 i i 2z RS 5 A R AR K63 {7 5 i)
L2 FS5 DNA iR %, Kz Rk
TESORE RO H 9T B AT Z . USP22 Kz %
{6 NFATC2 , i HoRa s MR ik 112 ek i
USP17 %32 4k RORvyt 3§58 IL-17 [ £k, %
12 Z AL USP21 3 o 72 2 AL PR 45 Th2 41 i 4% 5%
A7 GATA3 ByRaENE" . AT R £z &
{1kl USP4 1] LLAy 5 IRF4 & 112 % K48 (K63 i/ 1)
Kz F AL, XWE USP4 520 IRF4 £a e P pd B 2
N, sk, AT A A LR TLER T 3 USP4 (1)
Fik, IRFA 3R (K2 I, (HEE K24 i b
Tt XATRES USP4 ik s, Hoxt IRF4 fE7E iz R
e RZz 2B A G,

FAh FRATTH BT & B 2512 F AL USP4 75 K
PO RS A SR I CD4 T 4R i 3k T, B
JRGE O O 995 9 A A A0 JE IfiL B CD4 ™ T 4 Jifg

IRF4 IL4 (IR0 2, JA 1% ST 1t USP4 /]
X FAMEGREE— 2 BT, AT 3677 AR o
ARHE THTEA ST

(A& 4,6 WA 4-1)
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