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An investigation of the basic situation of radiotherapy

in Anhui province in 2017
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Abstract . Objective The radiotherapy units, the composition of radiotherapy personnel and the radiotherapy equipment were investiga-
ted to fully understand the current situation of radiotherapy in Anhui province ,which help to rationalize the distribution of radiotherapy
resources,and to promote the development of radiotherapy career. Methods From April 1st,2017 to October 13th,2017 ,the question-
naire of basic situation of radiotherapy was designed,and these questionnaires were distributed and collected via telephone , E-mail and
instant message software by Anhui Society of Radiation Oncology , Anhui Medical Association. Results ~ Until October 13th,2017 , there
were 74 radiotherapy units in Anhui province with 2 661 employees in total ,among which there were 867 radiotherapy physicians, 148
medical physicists (including maintenance engineers) ,407 therapists,and 1 239 nurses. As for radiotherapy equipment, there were 95
linear accelerators,6 ®Co teletherapy units,5 y-knife units, 14 brachytherapy units,63 X-ray simulators,19 CT simulators ( which be-
long to the department of radiation oncology alone) ,85 sets of treatment planning systems,and 209 quality control devices. In terms of
new techniques, there were 69 radiotherapy units capable of carrying out 3D-CRT (3 dimensional conformal radiation therapy) ,55 IMRT
(intensity modulated radiation therapy) ,22 IGRT(image guided radiation therapy) ,8 VMAT ( volume modulated arc therapy) , and 2
TomoTherapy. In 2017 there were 4 687 beds for radiotherapy patients in Anhui province. From 2014 to 2016, there were 36 659,
41 111,and 45 624 patients were treated annually in total , respectively. Conclusion The investigation showed that the basic situation
of radiotherapy in Anhui province was almost equivalent to the average level of mainland China in 2015, however, the regional distribu-
tions of radiotherapy resources were quite different. The supervisor should rationalize the distribution of these resources,and increase the
radiotherapy investment.
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